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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To accurately discriminate the number of arrival contracted cells 
by counting the number of cells arriving between reference interval cells 
sent from a terminal. 

CONSTITUTION: In a terminal 1, a reference interval is indicated to 
information cells to select a preliminarily contracted number of 
information cells from a reference interval report cell generating means in 
accordance with the reference interval signal set by a reference interval 
time generating means 3. Cells from plural terminals are multiplexed by a 
multiplexing part 4 and are inputted to an ATM exchange, and the number of 
cells arriving in the reference interval is counted by a reference interval 
cell counting and discriminating means 6. When the counted value exceeds 
the contracted number, a control output is generated. Thus, an average 
value is checked without an influence of fluctuation of cells by the number 
of reference interval report cells in a certain time to accurately polish 
the flow rate of cells from terminals . 
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